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By Chantel Kuczmarski
 
Each month, we’ll feature a lesson learned at 
Trees For Tomorrow. 

On a typical weekday, I can be found sitting in 
the back office at the Education Hall, typing 
on my computer. As the Community Outreach 
Coordinator, I plan events and create marketing 
materials that promote all the great things we 
do at Trees For Tomorrow (TFT). Sometimes, it 
can be a daunting task, as there are so many 
amazing programs and events to promote here.

Every day, I get to see smiles on peoples’ faces 
as they discover the wonders of nature in the 
Northwoods. Although I hear their laughter, 
see their photos, read their thank you letters, 
and see them engaging in various activities on 
campus from my window, I’ve never followed 
a group for a day to fully understand what our 
visitors learn at TFT.

So when I had an opportunity to join a recent 
Road Scholars group on a birding outing, I jumped 
at the chance! Road Scholars is a national program 
that inspires adults to learn, discover and travel. 
Trees For Tomorrow hosts six topics with a total 
of 11 Road Scholar programs throughout the year.

I joined the group for Northwoods Birding by Trail 
and Canoe. Although I live in the Northwoods, 
I’m fairly new to the area. I grew up in the city 
and had never gone on a birding outing before. 
I had no idea what to expect. 

Our Education staff advised me to bring a 
backpack with water, water shoes or bog boots, a 
sack lunch, binoculars, a birding book and camera 
(ideally waterproof). 

After a homemade breakfast in our dining 
hall, we loaded the vehicles just after 7 a.m. 
Jim Baughman, a local birding expert, led the 
expedition along with two TFT Education staffers.

Our first stop was at the Powell Marsh Wildlife 
Area in Manitowish Waters, WI. We started off 
at the top of the hill, then hiked down the trail. 
The first bird we spotted was a trumpeter swan 
off in the distance. Jim and our Education staff 
immediately set up telescopes so everyone could 
see it up close. It was amazing how clear you 
could see it in the telescope.

Our next encounter was a loon resting on a nest 
by the marsh. His beautiful colors were so crisp 
while viewing through the telescope. 

From there, we saw so many different types of 
bird species. For the first time in my life I spotted 

a yellow warbler, ringed neck duck, northern 
Harrier, sandhill crane and a red-winged blackbird.  
I may have seen some of these species in nature 
before, but I was never able to identify them. It 
was awesome to learn about these birds, their 
habitat, calls and their unique characteristics.

Our next stop was for a picnic-style lunch at 
Cathedral Point on Trout Lake in Boulder Junction, 
WI.

Known as one of Wisconsin’s best kept 
secrets, Cathedral Point offers fantastic 
views of the lake between the huge old 
white pines that cover the point. The lake is 
divided by a very short narrow section, and 
the lake is referred to as North and South 
Trout Lakes. 

Northwoods Birding by Trail & Canoe
Figures 4, 5 & 6: (Pictured from left to right) yellow warbler, ringed neck deck and a 
sandhill crane. (Photo source: Pixabay & Kim Feller). 
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Figure 1: (top to bottom) sand piper 
Figure 2: red-winged blackbid  
Figure 3: northern Harrier (Photo 
source: Pixabay)

A TFT Blog

We gathered the cooler filled with our sack 
lunches along with iced tea, chips, cookies, 
and various snacks, and carried them 

to the site, which wasn’t far. Then, we ate 
our lunches while perched about 100 feet 
up from the lake on Cathedral Point. It was 
absolutely breathtaking.  

On next adventure was birding while canoe-
ing at the Allequash Lake & Pines State Natu-
ral Area in Boulder Junction, WI. We divided 
the group into pairs of two, strapped on our 
life jackets and water shoes, and loaded into 
our canoes. 

The sun was shining, and the weather was 
perfect — we couldn’t have asked for a bet-
ter day. A few minutes into paddling, we im-
mediately spotted a trumpeter swan on the 
lake. Although I personally saw more unique 
birds during the hiking portion, others in our 
group spotted a Broad wing hawk, Savanna 

sparrow, and sandpipers. In addition to the 
swan and a few expected mallard ducks 
and Canadian geese, I saw some black terns 
flying above us on the water.

Then, we paddled back to the van and load-
ed up our gear. We posed for a group photo 
before heading back to TFT. 

The biggest lesson learned was identifying 
birds and their unique traits. There were 
a few birds that I feel like I’ve seen before, 
but birding prompted me to be more in 
tune and aware of nature and my surround-
ings. It helped me develop an even greater 
appreciation for birds and wildlife in the 
Northwoods that I may have simply taken for 
granted.

Because of this experience, the next time I 
hike a trail by myself, I’ll pay more attention 
to bird calls around me, and when I see a 
bird, I’ll try to identify what it is instead of 
simply walking past without a care. 

Cathedral Point in Boulder Junction, WI

Figure 7, 8 & 9: (top to bottom) Road scholars use telescopes to view 
birds up close. After our canoe trip, we all posed for a photo. 


